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“When it’s hard to smile, I am with you still 

Holding you close; 

In the storms of life you can trust in me 

Take my hand, take my hand.” 

©Tony Phelps-Jones 2005 

 

 

Dear friends, 

 

You don’t need us to tell you that the world has changed since our last letter, just one 

month ago. The words of Tony’s song, above, may resonate for you at the moment and 

it’s good to be reminded, through the rest of the song (based on Isaiah 41:10) of God’s 

words:. 

 

“Do not be afraid, I am with you 

Take my hand, I am here 

Do not be afraid, I am with you 

Come and walk with me.” 

 

 

Whether isolated or shielded, walking physically or metaphorically, God is with us 

and will never leave us. This Eastertime like no other let’s hold on to our faith in 

our risen Lord Jesus. 



  

 

Changes, challenges and opportunities 

 

Our diaries that were once crammed with engagements are now empty, at least 

until the end of July. Festivals have been cancelled, training days postponed 

indefinitely and later events are constantly under review. Does that mean 

everything has stopped and we’re sitting back waiting for the world to start again? 

No, not at all. 

 

This inevitable lull has given us a much-needed chance to tidy up (no bad thing!) 

and catch up (at last!!). Not only that but we are exploring ways of communicating 

with people with learning disabilities while there are no churches or groups 

providing friendship and encouragement. Many, like everyone else, struggle to 

cope with the enforced limitations on their daily routine but with limited 

understanding of why this is happening. They simply know that they don’t like it. 

Whilst many churches are using technology to serve their congregations, through 

recordings, live-streaming and various platforms that enable groups to meet 

remotely, people with learning disabilities may not have the equipment and ability 

to access them. Others are dependent upon the goodwill, time and provision of 

suitable technology that family members or support staff are able to offer. 

 

For that reason, whilst we are looking at producing 

short videos for viewing via social media and our 

CEI website, we are also working on Bible reading 

notes that can be produced as printed booklets. 

Please pray that we are intentional and not random 

in how we use this opportunity to extend our range 

of resources. Pray too that these resources can be 

made available to people in formats that are 

accessible and attractive to them. 

 

The above thoughts and plans are of course 

dependent upon us remaining well, something that 



 

none of us can take for granted however careful we 

are to abide by government guidelines. 
 

 

 

 

A note from Janneke 

 

Hi everyone! 

  

Whilst I had not envisaged that my exciting new season 

with Count Everyone In would start with a global 

pandemic, I take heart in the knowledge that God did 

know.  I am very grateful that so many of you are praying 

for me, and I would ask you to continue to do so.  My 

skills and experience as a social worker mean that I will 

rejoin my old team temporarily so that we can continue to 

serve and support people with learning disabilities in 

Portsmouth.  As well as returning to social work, I am 

continuing to work with the Makaton Charity on writing a 

bespoke Christian Makaton training course which we will 

be able to pilot as soon as life returns to normal.  And of 

course, I continue to work with Pete and Christine to 

ensure that CEI can return to equipping the church to 

support people with learning disabilities.  
 

 

 

The future? 

 

Who knows, but God alone? In Him we place our trust. Yes, we keep reviewing our 

calendar and shall continue to do so. What we don’t want to do is to assume that 

once the pandemic has passed everything will carry on as if nothing had 

happened. The world will be different and lessons will be there, indeed are there, 

to be acted upon. As far as we know, we shall continue to offer training to 

churches, including the Know and Grow Makaton course that Janneke is 

developing. If festivals are financially solvent and are able to run next year, which 

is by no means a certainty, then we would hope to be invited back but we can 

make no assumptions. 

 

What may happen during this period is that churches will recognise their challenge 

in reaching more vulnerable people in their communities, including those with 

learning disabilities. Will there be an increased demand for Know and Grow 

training? If so, we shall need more workers and more training for them. Somehow, 

it doesn’t look as though we shall be retiring and handing over to Janneke (and 

others?) just yet! 



 

 

Specific prayer requests 

• Give thanks for a great ‘final’ weekend of activity – Through the Roof’s 

Disability Inclusion conference in Manchester and Ability Sunday at 

Chessington Free Evangelical Church 

• Pray for wellbeing of people with learning disabilities during this challenging 

time 

• Pray for families and carers supporting people practically 

• Pray for churches and individuals seeking to offer spiritual support 

• Pray for direction and inspiration as we look at resources to develop 

• Pray that we are able to support people via phone, email, Skype, Facetime, 

Zoom etc 

• Pray for individuals and organisations facing financial loss from cancelled 

festivals and events 

 

 

Know and Grow Training 

 

Training dates currently in the diary for 2020: 

• Thurs 25 June K&G 1 Winchester (closed session for NF Commission church 

leaders) 

• Sat 31 Oct K&G 2 at St James’s Church, Muswell Hill, North London 

• Sat 14 Nov K&G 1 at Crossways Community Baptist Church, Dorking 

We hope to offer the full range of training again before too long so don’t forget 

that we are here for you. We offer: 

• Know and Grow 1 – foundational training for churches and individuals involved 

in, or planning for, ministry to adults with learning disabilities 

• Know and Grow 2 – supplementary training that addresses key issues such as 

relationships, mental health, healing, death and bereavement 

• Know and Grow Makaton – an introduction to key word signing for Christian 

worship, teaching and communication. Contact Janneke 

at makatontutor@counteveryonein.org.uk 

Keep in touch 

 

mailto:makatontutor@counteveryonein.org.uk


 

Now is a good opportunity to pick up the phone, write a letter/email or send a 

greetings card to people who you rarely see. This week we ordered and have 

already received delivery of cards from our friend Tua Phelps-Jones, who kindly 

donates her profits to CEI. View the cards and make your purchase via her web 

page https://www.flamingopaperie.co.uk/web/tuaphelps-jones 

 

Count Everyone In does not make appeals for funds but we are thankful to 

everyone who chooses to support either CEI (the charity) or us personally. Every 

little bit helps! 

 

Summer festivals still running as at end of March: 

 

Sat 1-Fri 7 Aug Creation Fest, Wadebridge, Cornwall - to be confirmed early May 

Thurs 27-Mon 31 Aug Connect Festival, Shepton Mallet, Somerset 

 

 

If you are thinking of supporting us financially, there are 

options: 

 

To donate to Count Everyone In, please go 

to  www.give.net/20280624 or pay directly into Metro Bank 

account (Gift Aid form available on request) - Sort code: 23 05 

80 - Account no: 33248601 

 

To support Pete and Christine personally, please go 

to www.give.net/20043120 or pay directly into our TSB account 

(Gift Aid not possible by this method):  

Mr P & Mrs C Winmill - Sort code: 77 70 64 - Account no: 

01822668 
 

 

GDPR We hold your contact details for the purpose of sending you this 

newsletter at your own request. We also hold details of people who serve on 

CEI teams or attend training days. If you have any questions about this, or 

you wish to be removed from mailing lists etc, please let us know. 

 

 

 

 

Social media - See www.counteveryonein.org.uk and you can also keep up with us on 

Facebook and Twitter.  Please follow, like and share so that more people find out what is 

happening. 

 

Every blessing 

 

 

 

Pete & Christine 

https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=85d76b38d7&e=1d9dd27dc6
https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=b09fa3d688&e=1d9dd27dc6
https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=0f1880a8e1&e=1d9dd27dc6
https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=ce22374b7d&e=1d9dd27dc6

