
 

2020 vision? 

  

‘It’s what we trust in but don’t yet see that keeps us going. 

Do you suppose a few ruts in the road or rocks in the path are going to stop us? 

When the time comes, we’ll be plenty ready to exchange exile for homecoming.’ 

2 Corinthians 5:7 (Message Bible), better known as 

‘We walk by faith and not by sight’ 
 

 

 

 

Dear friends, 

  

We’ve both visited the opticians recently for routine sight tests and neither of us 

has perfect eyesight. How about you? Do you have 20:20 vision? Thankfully, with 

the aid of glasses, we can see well. In these strange times, can anyone claim to see 

clearly what lies ahead? Our church is doing ‘2020 prayer’; it’s been uplifting and 

unifying to spend 20 minutes in prayer at 20:20 on the 20th day of each month in 

2020, initially meeting physically but since April via Zoom. Back in January when we 

started no one had even an inkling of what lay ahead. No one knew that a pandemic 

would hit the entire world and affect every aspect of our lives, not just for a week or 

two but for months on end. Apart from the morning routine of Joe Wickes (too 

energetic for us!) and the weekly highlight of Jonathan Veira on Facebook Live 8pm 

on Sundays (music, worship, entertainment, humour, inspiration and a sense of 

community - yes!!!), it is prayer that has been pivotal in getting us through 2020 so 

far. But how long will all this go on? We’d love to know, but perhaps it’s better and 

safer that we don’t. There are ruts in the road and rocks in the path but our trust is 

in God who won’t leave us at the next milestone or policy change. He is the same 

yesterday, today and forever. 



  

 

 

Welcome, thanks and prayer 

  

We welcome a number of new readers again this 

month. As ever, we give thanks to God for you, for 

your interest and your support for Count Everyone In 

and us personally, in whatever way it is expressed. We 

long to see churches everywhere being more 

accessible for people with learning disabilities so that 

all may come to know Jesus and grow in faith. Please 

let us know if there is anything for which you would 

like us to pray. 
 

 

 

 

Something to celebrate! 

  

The Open Hands group in Guildford 

marked its 10th birthday in September. 

It was a joy to join their legal but 

creatively planned celebration in Stoke 

Park. We felt emotional as we all sang 

(yes, sang!) 'We are here together' (we 

hadn't done that in months) and 



 

listened to Paula Bell speaking so 

poignantly about church being the 

people and not the building. It wasn't 

the celebration they had envisaged but 

it was just right. We pray that God will 

continue to guide and bless Open 

Hands, the team and all who will come 

to know Jesus and grow in faith through 

that group. 

 

Spaces are limited 

  

We mentioned last month the National CEI celebration via Zoom on Thursday 19 

November at 7:30pm. It’s for all CEI supporters, churches and, of course, people 

with learning disabilities. It will last up to an hour and will be divided into 

chunks with various presenters bringing music, prayer, vision and testimony. 

There will be a short talk from our friend Rev Jonathan Edwards who is a trustee 

of CEI and a former General Secretary of the Baptist Union. It will be great to see 

you but spaces are limited. First come, first served! Please reserve your place by 

emailing us at info@counteveryonein.org.uk 

 

 

 

Prayer and Encouragement groups – an opportunity 

  

Last week we joined group leaders from Herts, Beds, Cambs and Middlesex on Zoom 

for a stimulating Prayer and Encouragement meeting. Some readers responded to last 

month’s suggestion and we shall soon be forming more groups like this. Here’s a 

recap for those who may still be thinking about it: 

  

In the past, ministry group leaders were invited to get together two or three times a 

year in regional clusters, mainly, but not intentionally, across the south of England. 

Since Covid-19, these groups have met more frequently and via Zoom. Such is their 

success in providing fellowship, support, ideas and prayer that we are looking to 

establish more such groups. These are virtual meetings so do not need to be 

restricted by geography.  Are you and your church eager to be accessible? Do you lead 

a ministry group, or are you part of a team? If so, and you’re interested in joining a 

Prayer & Encouragement group, please email us at info@counteveryonein.org.uk Why 

not share this invite with people you know from other areas.  All welcome. Let’s reach 

out, encourage and pray for each other. 

 



 

 

Friends with CEI 

  

Churches and groups committed to reaching and 

being accessible to adults with learning disabilities 

are welcome to sign up to our Friends with CEI 

scheme. Full details are in our Friends leaflet, 

available on request, but broadly we offer contact by 

phone and email, as well as prayer, access to training 

and celebration events and use of the colourful CEI 

logo. There are some things that we ask of you but 

you can read all the detail in the leaflet. Currently we 

are collating prayer and praise points for the prayer 

letter that will be going out in October. 

  
 

 

 

Turning the Tide 

  

Have you heard of Churches for All? It’s an umbrella organisation that brings together 

15+ Christian disability groups and charities. The focus is on making church a place 

where disabled people can fully play their part and Count Everyone In is one of the 

partner organisations. This week we had what was to have been a 2-day residential 

conference entitled Turning the Tide. Instead, we met via – yes, you’ve guessed it – 

Zoom! The three sessions attracted 25 people including BSL interpreters and speech-

to-text captions. Based on episodes in Peter’s life, we spent the day in prayer, 

conversation, contemplation and reflection. We recognised that while everyone is 

looking for the new normal, with God new is normal! Let’s see where we go from here. 

 

 

European Disability Network (EDN) 

  

We feel honoured to be connected with EDN, seeking ways 

for disabled people across Europe to take their rightful place 

in churches. It’s amazing to think that across the continent, 

with the exception of Spain, there is so little done to 

represent people with learning disabilities. There may be 

pockets of activity in individual churches but nothing like 

Count Everyone In. We don’t see our prime focus shifting 

from the UK but we are happy to share experience, join bi-

monthly Zoom calls and contribute to the 

website https://europeandisabilitynetwork.com/. There you 

will find, amongst other things, details of the online Global 

Access Conference to be held from 14-17 October with Joni 

Eareckson Tada, Nick Vujicic, and many more speakers from 

around the world. The aims are to strengthen the body of 



 

Christ, mobilise the church to action, and connect regional 

and global leaders in disability ministry for partnership. 

Amen! 
 

 

 

It started with an orange 

  

Thank you for your responses to Pete’s testimony in the September/October edition of 

IDEA, the magazine of our partner organisation the Evangelical Alliance. It tells how 

Pete’s life has been shaped by his response to significant questions posed by 

discerning Christians and ends with the challenge: ‘Am I missing opportunities to help 

people find faith in God and live for Him? How about you?’ 

 

CEI Resources 

  

New this month is a book of 30 daily Bible readings and notes on the topic of Prayer. 

These have been written by our good friends Keith and Gill Barnard and are available 

for £4.50 including p&p. Here’s the latest list of resources available from CEI: 

  

• www.youtube.com/c/counteveryonein contains the following videos: 

o Daily devotions for Holy Week and Easter 

o Daily devotions for Ascension and Pentecost 

o Life in Lockdown – a short talk based on Paul and Silas in prison 

(Acts 16) 

o Worship songs written and sung by Tony Phelps-Jones 

o The Lord’s Prayer signed in Makaton by Janneke 

o Other awareness raising videos 

• Bible reading notes in booklet format (prices include p&p): 

o Printed version of Holy Week and Easter £2.50 

o Printed version of Ascension and Pentecost £2.50 

o Who is Jesus? – 14 days of readings and comments £2.50 

o The Holy Spirit – 7 days of readings and comments by Chrissy 

Cole £2.50 

o Prayer – 30 days of readings and comments – NOW AVAILABLE @ 

£4.50 

• Teaching material – range to be expanded 

o 7 session series based on The Life of Joseph £7.00 



 

  

Available from Biblica: New International Readers Version (NIrV) – Accessible Edition 

o The book of Psalms is coming soon. Watch this space … 

o With its large, clear print and line drawings. the New Testament (hardback 

at £9.99 or softback at £7.99) and Mark’s Gospel (£2) are available. If 

you’re buying a New Testament online from Biblica, please enter PW in the 

Discount Code box. It won’t benefit you (sorry!) but Biblica will donate £1 

to CEI. Go to: 

https://www.biblicaeurope.com/bible-resources/category/new-testaments 

 

 

Flamingo Cards – a message from Tua 

 

“The Flamingo new catalogue can be seen on the link below and it includes the 

Christmas cards and goods. Early orders are recommended to avoid disappointment 

later. Besides all orders (via my website) supporting Count Everyone In, Flamingo is 

supporting three Charities from the sale of Christmas cards; Together for Short 

Lives, Alzheimer’s Society and Macmillan Cancer Support so truly Charity cards!! 

 

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/905540/ “ 

 

Dates for the Diary (subject to confirmation) 

  

2020 

• Thur 1 Oct - Cornerstone Ch, St Albans - Zoom prayer meeting 

• Mon 5 Oct - Meet Monday, Newbury - Zoom 

• Sun 11 Oct - Crossways Baptist Ch, Dorking - Zoom preaching 

• Tues 10 Nov - European Disability Network - Zoom 

• Weds 11 Nov - Reading area groups - Zoom 

• Thur 19 Nov - National CEI Celebration - Zoom 

• Sun 22 Nov - Littlehampton Baptist Church - Zoom preaching? 

2021 

• Tue 6 – Sun 11 April - Word Alive, Prestatyn 

• Sat 10 – Thur 15 April - Spring Harvest, Minehead 2 

• Sat 24 April - Know & Grow 2 St James’ Church, Muswell Hill 

• Mon 7 – Mon 14 June - Spring Harvest Holidays (LPO), France 



 

• Sat 24 – Fri 30 July - Keswick Convention - Keswick 

• Thur 26 – Sun 29 Aug - Connect Festival (NF Commission), Shepton Mallet 

We hope to offer the full range of training again before long so don’t forget that we 

are here for you. You can register interest at info@counteveryonein.org.uk for: 

• Know and Grow 1 – foundational training for churches and individuals 

involved in, or planning for, ministry to adults with learning disabilities 

• Know and Grow 2 – supplementary training that addresses key issues such 

as relationships, mental health, healing, death and bereavement 

Know and Grow Makaton – an introduction to key word signing for Christian worship, 

teaching and communication. Contact Janneke 

at makatontutor@counteveryonein.org.uk 

 

Please note that we try to take Mondays off 

 

 

Prayer requests for October - Giving thanks no matter what happens. 1 Thess. 5:18 

(NIrV) 

1. For Janneke and the Know & Grow Makaton course. Do contact her (as 

below) if you are interested in being trained. She also offers online general 

Makaton training levels 1 -3. 

2. For ministry groups trying to keep in contact with and to encourage 

members 

3. For vision and direction for CEI 

4. Exciting new developments in the partnership with Biblica 

5. For at least 3 more CEI core team members 

6. For CEI trustees (Tod, Val, Richard, Tim, Jonathan and Keith) who carry legal 

responsibility for the charity, for wisdom, discernment and integrity 

 

 

Count Everyone In does not make appeals for funds but we are thankful to everyone who 

chooses to support either CEI (the charity) or us personally. Every little bit helps! 

 

If you are thinking of supporting us financially, there are 
options: 
 
To donate to Count Everyone In, please go 
to  www.give.net/20280624 or pay directly into Metro Bank 
account (Gift Aid form available on request) - Sort code: 23 05 
80 - Account no: 33248601 

 

To support Pete and Christine personally, please go 

https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=2d99f876c9&e=1d9dd27dc6


 

to www.give.net/20043120 or pay directly into our TSB account 
(Gift Aid not possible by this method):  
Mr P & Mrs C Winmill - Sort code: 77 70 64 - Account no: 
01822668 

 

 

GDPR We hold your contact details for the purpose of sending you this 

newsletter at your own request. We also hold details of people who serve on CEI 

teams or attend training days. If you have any questions about this, or you wish 

to be removed from mailing lists etc, please let us know. 

 

 

 

Social media - See www.counteveryonein.org.uk and you can also keep up with us on 
Facebook and Twitter.  Please follow, like and share so that more people find out what is 
happening. 

 

Every blessing 

 

 

 

Pete & Christine Winmill 
 

 

https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=a54822c755&e=1d9dd27dc6
https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=bb2cbe05b8&e=1d9dd27dc6

