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Preparing for the King 

 

 

The star finally stopped over the place where the child was.  

When they saw the star, they were filled with joy.  

The Wise Men ….. saw the child with his mother Mary. 

They bowed down and worshipped him. 

Matthew 2:9-11 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

In this month’s newsletter: 

• Christmas Celebration – and there was snow! 

• Psalms devotions – available exclusively from us 

• 2022 festivals confirmed (subject to COVID) – plus a 

new one 

• Training opportunities 

 

What are your plans this Christmas? After the disappointment of last year, with lovingly crafted 

plans cancelled at the last minute, are your expectations high or are they tempered with 

caution, just in case the unpredictability of COVID again gives rise to late restrictions? 

  

The first people to visit the baby Jesus had no expectations and had made no preparations. 

Those shepherds simply left their sheep, ran down the hillside and found the Baby lying in a 

hay-filled feeding trough, just as the angel had told them. The next visitors were more 

deliberate in their preparations. Having espied a new star, they formed an expeditionary team 



 

and followed the star’s course across the sky. They interpreted its appearance to signify the 

birth of a new King who was to be celebrated and worshipped, unlike any other.  

  

With limited understanding of who this Baby really was, both groups had set out with the sole 

purpose of worshipping Him. We cannot be certain that the shepherds took a gift of a lamb, as 

often depicted. The wise men, however, presented their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

What all the visitors did was to offer their worship to the King of kings. They were filled with joy. 

  

Whether spending this Christmas alone or in company, whatever our understanding of Jesus, 

let’s make a point of taking time worshipping Him. After all, it’s His party and we’re all invited! 

 

 

 

Welcome, thanks and prayer 

 

We welcome new readers again this month. Thank 

you for your prayers, interest and financial support 

which make all the difference and without which it 

would be hard to continue. 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Celebration 

 

‘Thank you very much Count Everyone In for the lovely 

Christmas Celebration service this afternoon, we had a 

blessed time listening to the Christmas story in an 

accessible way. My wife enjoyed learning the Makaton 

signing and it was wonderful.’ 

 

We know it rarely snows at Christmas but snow added an 

almost magical touch of beauty and authenticity to our very 

early Christmas celebration on 27 November. ‘Joy to the 

World’ resonated around St Nic’s Church in Newbury as 

people escaped the bitter north wind and gathered for an 

hour of Christmas cheer, Makaton signing and even a visit 

from an old shepherd! With folk joining via the live-stream 

it was SO good to sing the first carols of the season and to 

remind ourselves that Jesus came from heaven with good 

news for ordinary people just like us. For the 60 or so at the 

church, the celebration ended with hot drinks and festive 

nibbles and the gift of an angel decoration to hang on our 

Christmas trees. It’s been thrilling to see the growing 

number of ‘views’ (currently over 230) of the YouTube 

recording of the celebration. If you’ve missed it so far here 

is the 

link https://youtu.be/UclPQuyaOag                        The 

celebration starts about 8 minutes in. 

 

 

https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=8b98413c87&e=1d9dd27dc6


 

  

 

 

November highlights 

• Despite the postponement of a training day in October, new opportunities across 

the country may be coming our way. It’s true that sometimes it isn’t what you know 

but who you know that makes the difference! There are so many learning disabled 

adults in London and in other cities, towns and villages just waiting to hear the 

good news of Jesus and we are praying that doors will indeed begin to open. 

• Christine is once again a qualified First Aider but hopes not to have any real 

emergencies. 

• Pete and Christine met up with old friends on a Zoom Spring Harvest leaders’ 

meeting. 

• Pete and Christine feel privileged to have had their Covid booster jabs. 

• Janneke led three Makaton Christmas carol workshops on Zoom, preparing people 

to sign along at the CEI Christmas Celebration. Everyone learned a lot and had a 

great deal of fun. 

• The biggest highlight was the Christmas Celebration, the climax of many weeks of 

preparation. Thank you to the many willing helpers at St Nic’s, Newbury who 

supported us in making it happen. 

• And finally, preaching at Littlehampton Baptist Church’s morning service where we 

were warmly welcomed and it was a joy to share God’s message for all people. 

 

 

 

Psalms Devotions 

 

This booklet is available exclusively from us 

at info@counteveryonein.org.uk. It is a joint production by CEI and 

Biblica, covering 20 of the psalms and costs £4.50, plus a donation 

for P&P. It is ideal for anyone looking for simple but not childish 

Bible reading notes that include the Bible text and is especially 

suitable for adults with learning disabilities to read alone or with 

support. 

 

 



 

2022 festivals confirmed (subject to Covid). We’d love you to join us at these events where 

we shall be running, God willing, daily sessions of worship and teaching: 

  

Word Alive (Prestatyn) 9 – 14 April 

Spring Harvest (Minehead) 18 – 22 April 

Spring Harvest LPO (France) 6 – 13 June 

Keswick Convention 16 – 23 July (wk 1) 

Awaken, formerly ONE Event (Newark) 19 – 21 August 

Connect Festival (Shepton Mallet) 25 – 28 August 

  

Festival needs include volunteers to join our teams, especially worship leaders and musicians. 

Ideally you will have attended the Know & Grow1 workshop, be involved in learning disability 

ministry in your local church or be part of a worship band. Essential is a desire to serve God and 

His people, and a willingness to learn new ways of doing things. Please point people in our 

direction. 

 

 

Training news 

  

How about some face2face training in 2022?  It takes a few months to organise and publicise 

these events so get in touch at info@counteveryonein.org.uk if you’re interested: 

Know and Grow 1 for new groups, new team members, for church leaders and congregations, 

this is ideal to introduce or refresh understanding of learning disability and Christian ministry. If 

you’ve already done K&G 1 how about … 

Know & Grow 2 This digs deeper into issues relating to adults with learning disabilities, such 

as personal relationships, healing, mental health and bereavement) and encourages discussion 

as to how the church may support people. 

Know & Grow Makaton will be the only validated Christian Makaton workshop. Please get in 

touch with Janneke at janneke@counteveryonein.org.uk if you are interested in hosting or 

attending this (pilot) workshop. 

Janneke is a Makaton tutor who also offers generic (i.e. not Christian) Makaton courses via 

Zoom. 

 

 

CEI Friends 

 

Friends with CEI - is a network offering support for learning disability ministry in churches and 

group across the country. Do ask for a form and get your church/group to sign up today. 

 

Friends with CEI - individuals, couples and families is for people who would like to be involved 

with CEI through prayer, financial giving, volunteering at an event and generally acting as an 

ambassador for CEI. Drop us a line at info@counteveryonein.org.uk or by post to 34 Enborne 

Road, Newbury RG14 6AH and we’ll send you a form to complete. We look forward to hearing 

from you. 

 



 

Prospects worship albums 

 

We are very pleased to be offering for sale a range of reproduced Prospects worship resources 

which you can order directly from us. Prices shown do not include P&P for which, as usual, we 

ask for a donation. 

• Jesus the start of it all – CD (£5) and MP3 (£8) 

• Jesus the start of it all (with Makaton signing) – DVD (£8) and MP4 (£10) 

• No god is greater – CD (£5) and MP3 (£8) 

• No god is greater (with Makaton signing) - DVD (£8) and MP4 (£10) 

• Say the word – CD (£5) and MP3 (£8) 

 

 

Printed resources 

  

How about some daily Bible notes as a Christmas present for a friend with learning disabilities? 

Order from info@counteveryonein.org.uk. Prices listed exclude p&p, for which we request a 

donation. 

• Undated Bible reading notes, including Bible text, thought and prayer each day 

o Who is Jesus? – 14 days £2.50 

o Easter – 9 days £2.50 

o Jesus returns to heaven and what happened next – 14 days £2.50 

o The Holy Spirit – 7 days £2.50 

o Prayer – 30 days £4.50 

o NEW! Psalms Devotional – 20 days £4.50 

o Christmas is coming – 25 readings for Advent £4.50 

We recommend the New International Readers Version (NIrV) – Accessible Edition. With its large, 

clear print and line drawings. the New Testament (Hardback at £9.99 or softback at £7.99) and 

Mark’s Gospel (£2) are available from Bible Society - http://- 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/product-

search/NIrV%20accessible%20new%20testament/ and Psalms will also soon be available in the 

same accessible edition. 

 

Ways to help CEI 

• Become a Friend with CEI – see Friends section above 

• Volunteer for a festival team – see 2022 festival section above 

• Buy Christmas and other greetings cards, calendars, wrapping paper and more – go 

to https://online.flippingbook.com/view/311518252/ 

• No more postage stamps or postcards until further notice please. 

https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=d177efc660&e=1d9dd27dc6
https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=d177efc660&e=1d9dd27dc6
https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=d177efc660&e=1d9dd27dc6


 

• When we are doing online shopping we always start by going to Give as You 

Live to see if there is a store that stocks the product we are looking for as they 

tend to give a higher percentage to your nominated charity than Amazon Smile, 

which is our 2nd choice. Be sure to indicate that you’re supporting Count Everyone 

In. See links at the foot of this newsletter. 

 

 

Diary dates (as at time of publication) for information and prayer 

• Fri 3 December Keswick checking out venue for CEI celebrations 2022 

• Sat 4 December Know & Grow Makaton (pilot), Leyland, Lancashire 

• Mon 6 December Christmas Meet Monday 

• Sat 11 December Christmas Unlockdown Sessions with Jonathan Veira, Odiham 

• Tues 14 December Reading Area Groups’ Celebration, Wycliffe Baptist Church 

• Fri 24 December – Tues 4 January CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR BREAK 

Prayer and praise – “Don’t worry about anything. No matter what happens, tell God about 

everything. Ask and pray, and give thanks to him.” Philippians 4:6 (NIrV) 

1. Give thanks for all who attended the Christmas Celebration in person and online. 

2. Pray for doors to open across London. 

3. Pray for more volunteers to join our festival teams. 

4. Pray for Know & Grow training opportunities in churches across England and Wales. 

5. Pray that Know & Grow Makaton will soon be validated by The Makaton Charity. 

6. Pray for people with learning disabilities and their care-givers and families to be 

kept safe and well as the days become shorter and colder. 

7. Pray for more CEI core team members to join Pete, Christine and Janneke so that the 

work of CEI can grow. 

8. Pray for CEI trustees Richard Coward (chair), Keith Barnard, Dorothy Blackhall, Janet 

Eardley, Jonathan Edwards, Val Pritchard and Tim Roberts (treasurer). 

 

 

Count Everyone In does not make appeals for funds but we are thankful to everyone who 

chooses to support either CEI (the charity) or us personally. Every little bit helps! 

 

If you are thinking of supporting financially, there are options: 
 

To donate to Count Everyone In, please go to  www.give.net/20280624 or 

pay directly into Metro Bank (business) account (Gift Aid form available on 

request) - Sort code: 23 05 80 - Account no: 33248601 

https://www.giveasyoulive.com/ 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1181852-0 

 

To support Pete and Christine personally, please go 

to www.give.net/20043120 or pay directly into our TSB account (Gift Aid 

https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=5b4974a4b8&e=1d9dd27dc6
https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=6c8f909a7a&e=1d9dd27dc6
https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=6c8f909a7a&e=1d9dd27dc6
https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=b99b6e9db1&e=1d9dd27dc6


 

not possible by this method):  

Mr P & Mrs C Winmill - Sort code: 77 70 64 - Account no: 01822668 
 

 

GDPR We hold your contact details for the purpose of sending you this 

newsletter at your own request. We also hold details of people who serve on CEI 

teams or attend training days. If you have any questions about this, or you wish 

to be removed from mailing lists etc, please let us know. 

 

 

 

Social media - See www.counteveryonein.org.uk and you can also keep up with us on Facebook, 

Twitter & Instagram.  Please follow, like and share so that more people find out what is 

happening. 

 

Every blessing, 

 

 

 

Pete & Christine Winmill 

 

 

https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=b0c2896132&e=1d9dd27dc6

