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Open hearts and minds 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

‘Then the two from Emmaus told their story of how Jesus had appeared to them as they were walking 

along the road, and how they had recognized him as he was breaking the bread. And just as they 

were telling about it, Jesus himself was suddenly standing there among them. “Peace be with you,” he 

said.’                                       Luke 24:35,36 (NIrV) 

 

 

During September Pete and Christine made an unforgettable trip to the 

Holy Land. We can’t claim to have walked precisely where Jesus walked 

but it felt deeply significant to be there, in the same intense heat, 

taking in the sights and smells of the Old City, brushing past Orthodox 

Jews as they rushed home before Friday sundown, walking the Via 

Dolorosa where Jesus carried the cross, being the first visitors of the 

day at the Garden Tomb, taking bread and wine beside Lake Galilee. 

Our hearts and minds were strangely opened in a new way to the fact 

that God really did become man and He made His home with ordinary 

people. Our Arab Christian guide helped us understand more of the 

conflict and restrictions that affect his family every day. We can forget 

the ornate man-made basilicas and the lengthy queues, although the 

artwork and craftsmanship are breathtakingly beautiful, remembering 

instead that God loves us so much that He sent His Son into a messy, 

mixed-up world so that you and I can have eternal life. 
 

 

 

We have so much for which to praise and thank God. We really 

appreciate your prayers for energy, strength, perseverance, wisdom, 

inspiration, safety, health, sleep and much more. Please pray for 

Janneke that her Long Covid would come to an end and her breathing 

and energy be restored, especially as we enter a season of training and 

travel. 
 

 

 

to new readers who have recently been added to the mailing list.  We 

feel privileged and grateful for your interest and prayers but we are 

also aware of how quickly email inboxes fill up. There is no 

embarrassment should you feel the need to unsubscribe at any time. 
 



 

 

Know and Grow Makaton 

 

Five years ago, a conversation with a lady at the Christian Resources 

Exhibition sparked a project that has been one of the most exciting, 

worthwhile, and at times frustrating, projects I have ever had the 

privilege to work on. Many of you have heard us talk about the 

Christian Makaton workshop that’s coming… it’s being worked on… 

we’re nearly there… just a little while longer.  Today, I can officially say 

the words I have been longing to say… Know and Grow Makaton is 

here! 
 

 

 

The Know and Grow Makaton workshop is a one-day course 

that CEI and The Makaton Charity have co-produced to support 

churches and individuals to make the gospel accessible to 

people with communication needs.  Makaton uses signs and 

symbols (pictures) to support spoken communication. Know 

and Grow Makaton is uniquely Makaton and uniquely Christian 

– it teaches the basics of the Makaton language programme as 

well as signs as symbols that can be used in the church 

context. 

As Know and Grow Makaton has launched, my next project is to 

develop and deliver training to existing Makaton Tutors to join 

me in the task of rolling the workshop out into the country. 

And in 2024, I will also be working with some of you who have 

already completed one of the pilot workshops to become Know 

and Grow Makaton trainers. 

If you’d like to know more about the workshop (perhaps you’d 

like to organise a workshop in your church?) or if you’d like to 

know more about how to become a Know and Grow Makaton 

trainer, then please get in touch 

– Janneke@counteveryonein.org.uk 
 

 

Makaton Carols 

 

In November, Janneke will be running two identical online Makaton Christmas Carols sessions. Places will 

be limited, so please email Janneke (Janneke@counteveryonein.org.uk) to book your place.   

 

Friday 24th November - 7-8.30pm  OR  

Wednesday 29th November - 7-8.30pm  

 

 

CRE – Christian Resources Exhibition, Cranmore Park, 

Solihull 8 – 9 November 
 

 

Never been to a Christian Resources Exhibition? You’ll find an amazing range of church and ministry 

resources, talks and presentations, music from Roger Jones and friends, and drama from Saltmine Theatre. 

There really is something for everyone and we’d love you to come and say hello. 

 

Admission is normally £4 when booked in advance (£8 at the door) but we have a unique FREE visitor ticket 

link. Not only that but Count Everyone In benefits from the Pound a Person scheme! 

 

Go to https://eventdata.uk/Comp/CREMidlands2023.aspx?TrackingCode=COUNT  

https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=d7d17b0e20&e=1d9dd27dc6


 

Training 

 

Email info@counteveyonein.org.uk for a place at one of the workshops in our diary below, or enquire 

about hosting one in your own church in 2024. Most (but not all) of our training takes place on Saturdays 

between September and March. 

 

We can tailor training for your particular needs, but our flagship training is the growing suite of Know and 

Grow workshops. They are for everyone, whatever their involvement with adults with learning disabilities, 

for those who ‘only’ make the tea but also for church leaders: 

 

Know & Grow 1 Longing to Belong covers all that churches need to know about learning disability and how 

to be welcoming and accessible, including how to set up and run a small group. 

 

Know and Grow 2 Life Matters addresses sensitive issues and how to support people with learning 

disabilities through them such as setting boundaries, relationships, healing, mental health, death, dying 

and bereavement. 

 

Words, worship and more We have a wide range of CEI Bible reading notes, ‘Prospects’ worship albums on 

CD, DVD, MP3 and MP4, teaching resources, t-shirts, polos and hoodies and much more – all available by 

post or at the summer festivals. We also have New Testaments in the New International Readers Version 

(NIrV Accessible Edition), with large, clear print, plenty of ‘white’ space (actually, light grey) and line 

drawings. 

 

Enquire or order at info@counteveryonein.org.uk We add the cost of postage and packing and ask for 

payment by BACS transfer or cheque. 

 

Thank you for supporting CEI. Your prayers, messages and financial gifts mean a lot to us. We can’t thank 

our anonymous donors personally but we are very grateful. 

• Give as You Live is one way to donate to CEI at no extra cost to you – see link for your online 

shopping at the foot of this letter. 

• CCLI Don’t forget to include ‘Prospects’ songs in your Church Copyright Licence (CCLI) 

reporting. 

Looking ahead 

 

2023 

Sat 30 Sept  -  Know & Grow Longing to Belong, Upton Vale Baptist Church, Torquay 

Sun 1 Oct  -  All-age & all-ability service, Upton Vale, Torquay 

Sat 7 Oct  -  Know & Grow Longing to Belong, Countess Free Church, Ely 

Sun 8 Oct  -  Doorway group, Stevenage 20th anniversary 

Wed 8 – Thur 9 Nov  -  Christian Resources Exhibition (CRE), Birmingham 

Sat 18 Nov  -  Know & Grow Longing to Belong, St Thomas’ Church Hall, Cambridge 

Sun 3 Dec  -  CEI Christmas Celebration, St Nic’s Newbury and livestream     

 

2024 – with more dates being added 

Sat 13 Jan - Know & Grow Makaton, Teversham 

Sat 3 Feb  -  Know & Grow Makaton, High St Baptist Church, Tring 

Sat 10 Feb  -  Know & Grow Life Matters, Hope Church, Oswestry 

Sat 2 March  -  Know & Grow Longing to Belong, Trinity Centre, Shrewsbury 

Sat 9 March  -  Know & Grow Life Matters, Crossways Baptist Church, Dorking 

Sat 27 April - Know & Grow Makaton, Holy Trinity Platt, Manchester 

Sat 18 May  -  Know & Grow Makaton, Shrewsbury 



 

            

Prayer and praise 

1. Thank God for the long-awaited launch of Know and Grow Makaton. 

2. Thank God for opportunities to equip churches with our Know & Grow workshops. 

3. Pray for churches and groups as they share the good news of Jesus with adults with learning 

disabilities and support them in their faith journey. 

4. Thank God for Rosey Johnson’s contribution to CEI over the last year and pray for her as she 

seeks fresh opportunities to serve God. 

5. Pray for families making difficult decisions about the future of their adult children. 

6. Pray for our trustees, Rick, Keith, Janet, Jonathan, Maryanne, Val and Bob. 

 

 

And finally …. 

 

Tell the nations about His glory. 

Tell all people about the wonderful things He has done. 1 Chronicles 16:24 (NIrV) 

 

 

If you are thinking of supporting financially, thank you. 
 
Donate to Count Everyone In at  www.give.net/20280624 or directly into 
Metro Bank (business) account (Gift Aid form available on request) - Sort 
code: 23 05 80 - Account no: 33248601 

 

 

GDPR We hold your contact details for the purpose of sending you this newsletter at your own 

request. We also hold details of people who serve on CEI teams or attend training days. If you 

have any questions about this, or you wish to be removed from mailing lists etc, please let us 

know. 

 

 

 

Social media - See www.counteveryonein.org.uk and you can also keep up with us on Facebook, 

Twitter & Instagram.  Please follow, like and share so that more people find out what is happening. 

 

*Please note that the best times to contact the main office is Tuesday to Friday 9:30 – 5:30pm 

 

Every blessing,  

 

Pete, Christine & Janneke 

 

 

https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=73bd5eab42&e=1d9dd27dc6
https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af7a6e67c1c61ff169f277567&id=abc73c3d6e&e=1d9dd27dc6

